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Procurement Board meeting held via MS Teams

3 June 2020

Meeting commenced: 09:02am
Meeting ended: 09:42am

Present
Councillors Hinds (in the chair) and Kelly

In Attendance
Christopher Conway Category Manager
Chris Hesketh Head of Financial Management
Anthony Hilton Head of Strategic Procurement
Majid Maqbool Energy Manager
Andy Stockton Associate Director Engineering & Landscaping
Simon Telford Principal Consultant
Paul Walsh Assistant Director Integrated Commissioning
Carol Eddleston Democratic Services

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the City Mayor Paul Dennett and Councillor 
Merry.

2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Minutes of Proceedings

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 May 2020 were approved as a correct record.

4. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

5. Request for Approval – Contract Extension – Landscaping and Associated Services

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking a 12 months extension to 
the contract for the framework for landscaping and associated services.

It was explained that Social Value had now been successfully built into the requirements of all mini 
competitions within the framework and the recently tendered Swinton Greenway contract required 
1% of the contract value to be invested in Social Value in the local area.

The board welcomed this, and the significant Social Value that had been generated as part of the 
recent Worsley Delph restoration project, but would ideally like to see Social Value opportunities 
spread more widely across the city where possible. It was confirmed that a Social Value portal was 
currently being developed which would allow the council to target contractors to provide Social 
Value in particular areas and not necessarily just in those in which they were contracted to work.
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RESOLVED, THAT: the City Mayor be recommended to approve a 12 months’ extension to the 
Contract for the framework for Landscaping and Associated Services as detailed in the table below:

6. Request for Approval to Go Out to Competition – Gore Street Connection – 
Mayor’s Challenge Fund Scheme

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking approval to go out to 
competition for the Gore Street Connection Mayor’s Challenge Fund Scheme.

It was explained that the Department for Transport (DfT) had confirmed that a £195k underspend of 
DfT funding originally awarded for another scheme in the city could be redirected to the Gore Street 
scheme.

RESOLVED, THAT: authority be granted for the Gore Street Connection Mayor’s Challenge Fund 
scheme to be procured in accordance with the Council’s Contractual Standing Orders through an 
existing Framework.

7. Request for Approval – Contract Award – Supply of Natural Gas to all Council 
Premises

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place seeking approval to award a 
contract for the supply of natural gas to all council premises.

It was confirmed that the council had used the Manchester City Council single supplier gas 
framework which had originally been advertised via the Official Journal of European Union (OJEU), 
thereby giving all suppliers an equal opportunity to tender for the gas contract. Officers were aware 

Name of 
Contractor

Type of 
Organisation

Registration 
No

SME/Non 
SME

The Casey 
Group

Private 
Limited

1122137 SME

Horticon Private 
Limited

2463373 SME

Ground 
Work 
Landscapes

Private 
Limited

1339901 SME

The 
Landscape 
Group id 
Verde Ltd

Private 
Limited

3542918 Non SME

The Bethell 
Group

Private 
Limited

0264322 SME

Newground Community 
Interest 
Group

2584951 SME

Landscaping 
Engineering

Private 
Limited 

4049863 SME
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that Manchester City Council had a robust ethical procurement policy and that it was likely that 
Gazprom Energy had satisfied the council’s ethical procurement requirements at the time of 
tendering. Officers would consult with their counterparts in Manchester to ascertain what 
information was requested and received in this regard.

Green gas currently attracted a premium of approximately 50% but the council’s portfolio was too 
large for the contractor to be able to provide green gas anyway.

The board acknowledged that the market could be volatile and, although prices had reduced 
significantly since 2018, there were already indications of price increases in countries where demand 
was rising following easing of lockdown restrictions.

Local Social Value opportunities were limited due to the remote nature of energy supplies but 
Gazprom Energy’s UK office was based in Manchester, and the company ran an internship 
programme with local universities and an apprenticeship scheme through which they had taken on 
six apprentices from Greater Manchester. 

RESOLVED, THAT: the City Mayor be recommended to approve the award of a 24 months’ contract 
for the supply of natural gas to Gazprom Energy at a per annum estimated average value of 
£911,521.

8. Request for Approval – Contract Extension – Healthwatch Salford

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director People seeking approval of a two year 
extension of the contract for Healthwatch Salford.

The board was reminded that the council was under a statutory duty to commission a Healthwatch 
organisation for Salford. A contract was initially awarded in September 2015 and the provider had 
performed well and utilised funding appropriately. Healthwatch Salford had a strong presence in the 
community, particularly amongst vulnerable communities, and used local volunteers to deliver 
services.

RESOLVED, THAT:

1. An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved for the following reasons:
- The services are only obtainable from one provider and there is no other provider available 

to allow genuine competition
- The supply of the service is controlled by a statutory body 
- It is considered in the Council’s best interests and to meet the Council’s obligations under 

relevant legislation, and
2. A two year extension of the contract for Healthwatch Salford be approved at a per annum 

estimated average value of £166,520.


